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his brutal attack that seemed to be based on a mixture of
sci-fi horror and supernatural philosophy. 36-year-old Jacob
R. Leonard did not deny he was present at the scene of the
crime, but the jury apparently did not believe him when he
told them he was innocent. Leonard used a biblical defense
in his murder trial in which he claimed he was possessed by
the ghost of a demon, named Malachi. Leonard told jurors
he believed he was being guided by supernatural forces,
and that he was being punished by the devil for taking
advantage of women, including the victim. According to

Leonard, the devil’s number one rule is not to kill. In fact,
Leonard was not given a chance to finish the statement. His

attorney asked the judge to stop him as he was about to
claim he was being commanded to kill. The judge stopped

Leonard after his plea to jurors and said, “I thought you just
said you were his slave. Now you want to kill somebody.

That’s totally different.” The judge then granted the
prosecution’s request to excuse the jury. It is unclear if

Leonard was truly under the influence of a demon, but if he
was, he wasn’t the first. As I have written about before,
there is a long history of people being convinced that

demonic forces
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